Honorable Arthur S. Flenming :
United Stetes Civil Bervice ﬁommission
. Washington 25, D, ¢,

\‘ )

Dear M. Flemmiug:

rhank you for your courteny 1n extendipg to repreaentatives of
my office the privilege of Qisg saing with you the problems assooi;tad
with the employment of civilierd pérsomnel ¢ssentisl. to the successful
operation of the Central Intallggpnae aroup, War Department. The
Central Intelligence Group, War Department is the orgenizational en-
"tity established to provide for War Department contribution to the
Central Intelligence Group orgenized under the Director of Central
:Intelligence. The Department very much appreciates your. ready accepte
ance of the need for these operations to be placed under the provisiona
of Schedule A of Civil Service Rules. .

. The Central Intelligence Group, War Departﬁgnt is at present oom-
posed of two major segments. The larger of the two segments iz the
8trategic Services Unit; that portion of the former 0ffice, Btrategic
Services transferred by Executive Order to the War quartmant for the
dunl purpose of liquidation and meintenance of function, The smaller
of the two segments is that group of positions sssigned direotly to the
Director of Central Intelligence for staffing of the aexntral sdministrae-
tion of the Central Intelligence Group. Navy Department and Stete De-
partment are also assigning positions to the Directcr £ Centrel Intel-
ligence for this purpose. R

"The Strategic Services Unit will continue to 1iquidate in accord

" with commitments previoualy ‘made. However, a new orgenlgzetion will be
formed within the Centrel Intelligence Group, War Department which will
be directed toward malntenance of such functions of the Btrategic Ser-
_vice Unit a8 may be required by the War Department in association with
_ the Director of Central Intelligence.

.It is the desire of the War Department to place under the proe
visions of Schedule A all positions concerned with the staffing of the
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sentral administration of the Cemtral Istelligence Group and all posie-
tiens sstablished in the new organizatién oreated to maintain certain
functions of Btrategic Services Unit. Clearly exempted from Eshedule
A will be those positions assoolated with the continued ligquidation
of Btrategioc S8ervices Unit,

It is & further desire of the War Department to maintein a close
and understanding liaison with tho Commission during the conmcluding
period of liguidation of Strategic Services Unit in order that, through
joint effort, the planned program of liguidation and maintenance of
function may proceed expeditiously, '

Tho Civil Service Commiseior is hereby requested to extend to the
War Department the authority necessary to the establishment of positions
and the employment of personnel,” under Echadule A of Civil Service Rules,
necessary o the staffing of those aresc within the Central Intelligence
Oroup, War Departrent as indiceted herein.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of War.
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